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These Americans, donor and fundraiser alike,
represent the best of our country and offer
an example to the world. Any American who
desires to donate to these efforts can easily
do so online, by accessing the USA
Freedom Corps’ web site at
www.usafreedomcorps.gov.

In this season when we gather with loved
ones and count our many blessings, we hold
the victims of this terrible tragedy in our
hearts and prayers. And let us be mindful
that even in this modern age, our world still
requires compassion, tolerance, and gen-
erosity from each of us.

Laura and I send our condolences to all
whose hearts are filled with grief this New
Year’s Day. And to our fellow Americans, we
wish you peace and happiness in the coming
year.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. on
December 31, 2004, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Janu-
ary 1, 2005. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on December
31, 2004, but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Proclamation 7859—Honoring the
Memory of the Victims of the Indian
Ocean Earthquake and Tsunamis

January 1, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the victims of the
Indian Ocean Earthquake and the resulting
Tsunamis, I hereby order, by the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and laws
of the United States of America, that the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff at the White House and on all public
buildings and grounds, at all military posts
and naval stations, and on all naval vessels
of the Federal Government in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United
States and its Territories and possessions
from Monday, January 3, 2005, until sunset,

Friday, January 7, 2005. I also direct that the
flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same
period at all United States embassies, lega-
tions, consular offices, and other facilities
abroad, including all military facilities and
naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of January, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:14 a.m., January 4, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 5.

Statement on the Death of
Representative Robert T. Matsui

January 2, 2005

Laura and I are saddened by the passing
of Bob Matsui. Bob Matsui was a dedicated
public servant and a good and decent man
who served with distinction and integrity in
the U.S. House of Representatives for more
than 25 years. In the Congress, he was a lead-
er of his party admired by colleagues on both
sides of the aisle. Through long-time service
on the House Ways and Means Committee,
he helped pass important legislation on issues
ranging from trade to small business to child
welfare to mass transit. He was always de-
voted to California and his native Sac-
ramento, where he served on the city council
and as vice mayor in the 1970s. A third-gen-
eration Japanese American, Bob was in-
terned along with his family during World
War II. Four decades later, he played a lead-
ing role in Congress in securing passage of
the landmark Japanese American Redress
Act. Laura and I send our prayers and condo-
lences to Doris, their son Brian, and the en-
tire Matsui family.



